Prognostic factors in endometrial carcinoma.
An analysis of 78 patients with surgical stage 1 adenocarcinoma of the endometrium reveals that several factors influence the prognosis. Differentiation of the tumour, and the depth of the uterine cavity, play a role, but a depth of 10 cm seems to be of greater assistance in prognostication than one of 8 cm. The menopausal state is very important, since not one patient who was less than 5 years postmenopausal died from carcinoma, and the majority who developed metastases were between 5 and 10 years postmenopausal. Prognosis did seem to be dependent on age, since the group aged between 60 and 70 years had the worst prognosis. Crude survival figures are useless for determining prognostic factors, and an analysis of patients dying from carcinoma must be made. That definite factors besides the method of treatment affect the survival of patients, makes it virtually impossible to make an accurate comparison of survival figures in different series.